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ments are by any means al- 
8 5 lowable according to the doe- 
7. . trines of Chriſt, and the rules 
SDN of his moſt holy goſpel, has 
a long time ago been diſputed 
by the ſaints and the fathers of the Church; 


and in the ſame manner is at this day queſtion- 
ed by ny learned, wiſe, and religious men. 
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But it is not the deſign of the writer of 
the following pages, to enter at preſent into 
cavils about the lawfulneſs, or unlawfulneſs 
of theatrical repreſentations z it is ſufficient 
for his purpoſe, that it is on all hands grant- 
ed, that the ſtage, unleſs under proper regu- 
lations, is a nuſance, a ſchool of debauchery, 
blaſphemy, and immorality ; and as ſuch an 
open violation of all laws, human and a | 
B | 6 
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He could fincerely wiſh, that theatres all 
over the world, did not, for the moſt part, 
come into the catalogue of abominations; 
or that the theatres of his own country were 
an exception to the general rule; but he is 
ſorry to ſay, ſo far from it, that he believes 
there is not a civilized people in the univerſe, 
at leaſt he is ſure there is no chriſtian people 
to be found, whoſe plays are ſo prophane, and 
ſo immoral as thoſe of the Engliſh; infomuch 
that except the truly pious Mr. Addiſon, 
and the 3 and religious Dr. Voung, 
there are ſcarce any poets (whatever their 
other merits may be) who have left us a ſin- 
gle tragedy or comedy fit for any thing, but 
to be repreſented in the orgies of a Cybele or 
of a Venus, in which we are aſſured all kind 
of debauchery and wantonneſs were prac- 
tiſed. | 


But comedy and tragedy are works which 
require too-great a ſhare of natural parts, for 
the run of our modern witlings to come up 
to; we muſt therefore content ourſelves with 
pantomines, mimes, and farces; in which 
the authors are able to copy their predeceſ- 
ſors in nothing but their wickedneſs and im- 
pudence. 


I, ſhall not enumerate the various ſpecies 
of theſe kinds, which have appeared of late 
years, equally to the ſcandal of common 
| | ſenſe 


( 3] 
ſenſe and common decency ; I ſhall only re- 
mark, that among this claſs of writers, Mr. 
Foote is the foremoſt, and will now confine 
myſelf intirely to his performance. 


He indeed has ſhot a bow's length beyond 


any of his competitors, and ſeems to have 
brought the ſtage to that pitch of licentiouſ- 
neſs, which Saint Auſtin tells us it appeared 
at in the decline of the Roman empire : I 
pray to God, that the countenance he meets 
with may be no ill omen to the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution; yet as Mr. Foote has thought proper 
to tell us, in the introduction to his new piece, 
that mimicks and buffoons were held in great 
eſtimation by that polite and learned people 
the Romans: I own the fact charged againſt 
them to be true; but at the ſame time I muſt 
take the liberty to tell him, that it was not 
ſo till thoſe Romans, warped from their ori- 
ginal integrity, had loſt their virtue, and that 
as their fondneſs increaſed for ſuch miſcre- 
ants, they ſtill kept puting farther and far- 
ther out into in the ſea of vice and folly; till 


they were at laſt ſwallowed up in the gulph 


of deſtruction. 


I ſaid that this gentleman had ſhot a bow's 
length beyond any of his competitors in de- 


bauching, if poſſible, and debaſing the ſtage. 


He has done by this, by doing that which 
B 2 nobody 
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nobody elſe in theſe kingdoms ever had 
the confidence to attempt; I mean by the in- 
troductian of real and living characters into 
his pieces. That this was the original me- 
thod of comedy nobody can deny: But the 
ſenſible Athenians found the ill conſequence 
of it, when not even the wiſe and virtuous 
Socrates could eſcape the ridicule of that 
Tibbald Ariftophanes, " 


However, if vicious characters only were 
to be expoſed in this manner, tho' even in 
that caſe it would be liable to many excep- 
tions, there could not be ſo much ſaid againſt 
it. Vice, nay even folly, incurrs the laſh 
of ridicule, and deſerves to feel its ſtripes; 
but it may be ſeen, as in the caſe above men- 
tioned, that vice and folly are by no means 
the particular marks aim'd at, but an indiſ- 
ctiminate ridicule of every thing, however 
faultleſs or even ſacred, to favour a mimick 


in exhibiting talents, which, tho' laugh'd at, 


are at the ſame time deſpiſed. 


But that Mr. Foote's ſole intent in his pro- 
ductions, is at the expence of any thing, 
even, of truth and decency, to diſplay his 
knack at mimickry, is a matter which I think 
does' not come within the verge of diſpute ; 
T am told that it is not above two or three 
winters ago, fince he thought proper to bring 
I | | - 
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a very innocent and honourable gentleman 
and his wife upon the ſtage. I ay I am told 
this, for I hope I know my duty to God and 
man too well ever to be either a reader or a 
ſpectator of ſuch abominable repreſentati- 
ons; but the family had intereſt enough 
to have the farce ſuppreſs d: however this is 
a conviſſting argument of my foregoing aſ- 
ſertion. But if characters were not natural- 
ly ridiculous, ſomebody will ſay, he could 
not make them ſo; is there no ſuch thin 

then as ſhewing characters in a falſe light ? 
The devils may, and in all probability do 
mimick and ridicule the angels, but are thoſe 
bleſſed ſpirits therefore ridiculous in them- 
ſelves; and ſhall we judge of a perſon by 
the figure he makes in Mr. Foote's diſtorting 
priſm ? | 


The Maino, a piece of this gentleman's, 
which is now perfotming, we' are told by 
authority, and with great applanſe, is of. the 
| ſame nature as his other productions, it is the 
only one I ever looked into, and the whole 
excellence of it, ſeems to conſiſt in this; it 
is a ridicule of the people called Methodiſts 
in general, and of a perſon in particular, 
whom God, through his infinite goodneſs, has 
thought proper to make an humble inſtru- 
ment in calling numbers to the ſtate of ſal- 


vation. 
\ The 
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The author makes a promiſe to bring this 
ſon on the ſtage in his introduction; 
What think you, ſays he, of one a | 
thoſe itinerant field orators, who though 
at declared enmity with common ſenſe, 
has the addreſs to poiſon the principles, 
and at the ſame time pick the — of 
half our induſtrious fellow ſubjects ! 


And again, 


I conſider theſe gentlemen in the light 
of public performers like myſelf, and 
whither we exhibit at Tottenham-Court 


or the Hay-market, our purpoſe is the 


ſame, and * place is immaterial. 


« Ridicule is the only weapon againſt this 


poiſon. This is a madneſs which argu- 


ment can never cure, and ſhould a little 
wholeſome ſeverity be applied, perſecuti- 


on would be the immediate cry; where 


then can we have recourſe, but to the 


10 comic muſe; ele the archneſs and ſe- 


rity of her ſmile, may redreſs an evil, 
. * law cannot reach, or reaſon ro- 
claim. 


A | 
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A heavy charge this againſt the metho- 
diſts, and their poor paſtor, and if they are 
guilty, very wretched muſt their caſe be in- 
deed ; impoſtors, robbers, ſowers of ſedi- 
tion, and madmen. God help them were 
they to be judged and ſentenced by the bar 
of this perverſe world : but there is a tribu- 
nal, where I truſt they will one day ſtand, 
as fairly acquitted in & eyes of both men 
and angels, as they are already in their own 
conſciences. 


In the mean time, let us examine a little 
what it is theſe terrible, theſe abominable 
methodiſts, and their teachers do, to have 
raiſed the voice of popular clamour againſt 
them. FR | 


There are many magiſtrates in this city and 
kingdom in general, I believe, who can re- 
member what the bulk of the common peo- 
ple of England were about twenty years ago. 
In and about London particularly, nothing 
were more frequent than murders and robbe- 
ries in the ſtreets and highways: but let theſe 
magiſtrates be aſk'd now, and I dare ſwear 
they will confeſs, that things have been upon 
the mending hand ever fince, till at length 
the lower claſs of people are reduc'd to a re- 
gularity and good behaviour, that is not = | 


.. 
be parallelled in the inhabitants of any nation 
upon earth, where the numbers are er, 

and the unnd ſo extenhve.... | 


Now I would be * to know, to 4 
this happy change has been owing ; ſhall I 
venture to anſwer? to a ſenſe of religion, 
—_— for theſe laſt twenty years have been 
among the commonality ; a ſenſe 
— 2 their natural diſſolute- 
neſs, corrected the defects of education, and 
open d their underſtanding, to hear and be- 
live che word of God in the {cri res... 


—— 


FT 


(Dat cit: a * . poiſons their 

principles: Ay! does he teach them to 
be whore 
or murderers; 5 or drunkards or 
to rebel again their lawful prince ? 


. PAY puted to him that he bas — in 
thefickds;! 8 does not deny it; what he taught 
therefore he taught 41 the world was 
left to judge of it: and no doubt if he had 

ue ſuch damnable doctrines as theſe, 
| erh ee, taken up ſtones and 

— — will it not 
be found? I truſt in God it will, on an un- 
prejudiced examination, that his doctrines 
have been very different: he has preached 


a chaſtity, jule, and honeſty; temperance, 


 lobriety, 


mongers, or adulterers ; robbers, 


[9] 


ſobriety, and loyalty, and that with ſuch ſuc- 
ceſs, that if there ſhould be a rebellion in 
England tomorrow, which God of his infi- 
nite mercy forbid, he does not doubt but 
that twenty thouſand of his flock, traught 
with theſe principles, would raiſe with one 
hand and one heart, to repel the invaders of 
their king and country. 


If theſe things are true then, as truths 
molt aſſuredly they are, how Ch he want 
common ſenſe? what St. Paul preach © was 
to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, yet I hope n 
chriſtian will venture to tax it as ſuch ; 85 
common ſenſe then he is ſaid to want, is foo- 
liſhneſs with God, and God grant he may ever 
want it; yea, if a zeal for the ſervice of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and a neglect of the world for 
ſerving that great maſter; if an unſhaken 
love for his poor uninſtructed fellow crea- 
tures, and a diſintereſted regard for their 
falvation ; in a word, if a lively ſenſe of all 
religious and ſocial duties is tolly, may he go 
down to the grave a very 1deot. 


But there is another very heavy charge 
againſt him ; namely, his picking the pockets 
of half of our induſtrious fellow ſubjects. 
that the greater part of his people, I had al- 
moſt ſaid his children, for I am convinc'd in 
that light he looks upon them ; that the moſt 
part, 


ES 3 * 
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_ I ſay, of the methodiſts, tho' not all, 


are of the middling and lower claſs'of peo- 


ple, may be perceiv'd by any one who goes 
to that deſpiſed place the tabernacle, where 


every Sunday ſeveral thouſands may be ſeen 
doing their duty to God, 


Indeed it is to * hoped that they are not 


to be eſteemed leſs induſtrious for this; for 
the perſon who as often as his health and his 


care of diſtant flocks, for bleſſed be God he 
is not confined to one field, will permit him, 


preaches to them, has always taught them 
that, tho' their duty to God is the firſt con- 


.cern, yet there is another duty which he no 
Jeſs exacts of them; namely, their duty to 
* neighbours, which is by no means to 


be neglected, but induſtriouſſy followed in 
the neceſſary avocations of life. 


It is true indeed, that in preaching to thoſe 


people their duty to their neighbours, he has 
excited them to many works of charity and 
divine love, which has at different times been 


turn'd to the advantage of the widow and 
the orphan ; the ſick, the afflicted, and thoſe 


that have none to help them ; theſe dona- 
tions, to the glory of God and this country, 


have been confined to no ſet communion or 


-people, but have been diffuſed almoſt all 
over the whole world, and through their 


means, 


1 


111 
means, the worſhip of the true God has been 


N where heatheniſm and ignorance had 
efore taken root. . 


Vet, tho' the fruit has been large, the 
ſeeds has been ſmall ; and moſtly gather'd in 
very mites. Is this picking the pockets of 
the induſtrious; or is it turning to the glory 
of God and the good of his creatures, that 
which was before ſpent in idleneſs and de- 
bauchery; what the mechanic uſed'to lay out 
at the ale-houſe and gin-ſhop, or perhaps 
to worſe purpoſes, he now gives to the poor; 
ay but that is left to his Almoner, who 
gives it to the poor if he pleaſes. | 


If the congregations of the faithful have 
at different times intruſted ſums of money 
with their paſtor, there have always been 
accounts laid before them, and thoſe back d 
by proper receipts and authorities not to be 
diſputed : but if the perſon aim'd at in the 
reflection, was wicked enough to turn that 
money to his own emolument, which pious 
Chriſtians have depoſited with him for holy 
and charitable uſes, how. has the orphan 
houſe of Georgia been founded and main- 
tained ? how have thoſe two neat but un- 
adorn'd buildings, the Tabernacles at Tot- 
tenham-court and Moor-fields, been raiſed 

S from 
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from the ground, with their contiguous cha- 
rity houſes, to the great comfort and joy of 
the well diſpoſed? what intereſted view could 
he have in expoſing himſelf to the dangers 
of the ſeas in voyages to his Weſt- Indian 
plantation of chriſtians ? what earthly view 
could he propoſe to himſelf from painful 
journeys, ſleepleſs nights, and toilſome days? 
None |! the world has paid him as he expect- 
ed with contempt, reproach and deriſion: 
It is plain therefore, that he look'd for a re- 
ward in that place, where tears ſhall be 
Nara away, ſtripes healed, and where the 

one which was rejected by the builders, is 
become che head ſtone of the corner. 


Upon what appearance then can his ene- 
mies found their malicious inſinuations, that 
he turns the charities of his brethren to his 
own private uſe ; is it upon his having built 
a palace for his reſidence ? No; for after al- 
lowing his houſe to be barely convenient, it 
will be found to be mean. Is it upon his re- 
galing himſelf with the variety of dainties, 
and keeping a ſuperb table? No; for thoſe 
that know any thing of him will tell 
yuu, that nothing ever appears at his ſimple 
board, beyond what is neceſſary for ſuſtain- 
ing nature; and that he rather ſhares what 
he has with the poor, than throws it a- 
way upon ſuperfiuities: perhaps mo = 

ab. t 
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habit is rich, and his equipage magnificent; 
far from it: all then, that his enemies can 
ſay of this man is, that in return for his ſpi- 
ritual pains, he is kept in that decency which 
his profeſſion requires; all they can ſay of 
him is, that he maintains an equal condition, 
that he is not rioting in luxury to-day, and 
begging and ſtarving to-morrow, as ſome are 
reported to be, who verily and indeed pick 
the pockets of the public, and not only fo, 
but do all in their power to damn their ſouls 
into the bargain. 


We have heard of expelling a poiſon 
with a poiſon, and we have heard Mr. Foote 
ſay, © I muſt beg leave to aſſert, that ridi- 
* cule is the only antidote againſt this perni- 
„ cious poiſon; this is a madneſs argument 
can never cure; and ſhould a little whole- 
© ſome ſeverity be applyed, perſecution 
« would be the immediate cry; where 
te then can we have recourſe but to the comic 
* muſe; perhaps the archneſs and ſeverity of 
« her ſmile, may redreſs an evil the law can- 
« not reach, or reaſon reclaim.” 


It is well known the laws of England have 
long arms; all that can be ſaid, is, that they 
never ſtretch them out but againſt thoſe who 
offend them; a hard matter then indeed would 
it be, were they to lay hold of the poor me- 

thodiſts, 


141 
thodiſts, one of wok chief tenets injoin the 
ſtricteſt obſervance of them, both religious 
and civil, and ho never meet but to implore 
the bleſſings of God upon them, their pro- 
tectors and defenders , 


But methodiſm is a madneſs that argu- 
ment can never cure: how ſo; what are their 
doctrines, what is their belief; do their mi- 
niſters preach, or have they any article of 
faith, contrary to the ſcripture or the church 
= by law eſtabliſhed? Tl tell you what the 
[| methodiſts believe ; they believe in one God 
[ and his Son the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, through 
faith in whom we ſhall be ſaved : this is the 
one thing needfull for our being juſtified in 
the fight of God. St. Paul ſays, by grace ye are 
faved through faith—and that , left any man 
ſhould beaſt, for eternal life is the gift of G 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. 


Vet imagine not, that the methodiſts deny 
good works; but they ſay this is not the ne- 
ceflary condition of ſalvation, it is indeed the 
neceſſary fruit and conſequence of faith, for 
we are commanded to ſhew forth, or declare 
to others that we have a true faith by our 
Works. EN T oY 
_ -Nay, the twelfth article of our church ſays, 
| that good works follow after juſtification ; 
3 bow then are they a neceſſary condition of 


our 
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I 
our juſtification ? No; falvation, if the goſpel 
be true, is the free gift of God through Jeſus 
Chriſt : faith is the means whereby that ſal- 
vation 1s apply'd to our hearts, and good 
works are the neceſſary fruits and proofs of 
that faith. 


This is the doctrine of Jefus Chriſt. This 
is the doctrine of the church of England. 
This is the doctrine of the methodiſts; and if 
it be madneſs, I once more pray God theß 
may never return to what ſome people call 
ſober reaſon. | | 


Thus far we have ſeen little more than 
ſcurvious teflections upon a perſon, who has 
meekneſs and Chriſtian charity enough to 
believe, that Mr. Foote only made uſe of him 
as the liklieſt means to raiſe a temporary ſub- 
ſidy upon the public; but now we ſhall ſhew 
where he has reverted from man to God ; 
and in a word, where he has run into direct 
blaſphemy. | 


In order to paint the methodiſts in the moſt 
odious and ridiculous light, he introduces 
one Mrs. Cole, a bawd, whom he infinu- 
ates is a member of their ſociety : She juſt 
« ſtopt in her way,” ſays Dick, © to the 
* Tabernacle; after exhortation, ſhe ſays, ſhe 
«wil call again.” == TIT Ie on. 


6 Sir 


1461 
© Sir GEORGE. - 

« Exhortation! Oh, I recollect; well, 
<« while they only make proſelytes from that 
« profeſſion, they are heartily welcome to 
* them.” | 


Would to God that they could not only 
make prolelytes from that profeſſion, but for 
Mr. Foote's ſake, from all deviliſh profeſſions 
to God and religion ; but Sir George goes on, 
«© ſhe does not mean to make a convert 
* of me. | Es 
- « Dicx. 

« I believe ſhe has ſome ſuch a deſign up- 
e on me; for ſhe offerd me a book of 


<« hymns, a ſhilling, and a dram to go along 
q with her.” 


« Sir GroRGE. 
No bad ſcheme, Dick; thou haſt a fine 
© ſober, pſalm-finging countenance: and 
when thou haſt been ſome time in the 
*« trammels, may'ſt make as able a teacher 


tc ag the beſt of them.“ 


« Dick. 
“ Laud, Sir, I want learning.” 


« Sir GRE. | 
* Oh the ſpirit, the ſpirit will ſupply all 
« that Dick, never tear,” 

Is 


( 17] 


Is then the ſpirit of God to be mentioned 
in this ludicrous manner; to be ban died 
about from the mouth of vagabond to vaga-, 
bond, in order to raiſe a laugh in honour of 
the devil ? but from hence we may imagine 
that the methodiſts deliver ſomething with 
regard to the holy ſpirit inconſiſtent with or- 
thodox principles. I ſhall therefore beg leave 
_ to inquire what they do deliver concerning it: 
That they belicve that the ſpirit of God docs 
aſſiſt true chriſtians then, in making their 
ſupplications to him now, as well as formerly, 
is undeniable, and they have the words of 
St. Paul for it: we knmw not what to pray 
for as ve ought, but the ſpirit itſelf belpeth 
our infirmities, and maketh interceſſion for us, 
with groanings that cannot be uttered. And 
this is founded upon a general promiſe, made 
to all God's people Zacharias xi. 10. 7 ww! 
pour upon the houſe of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplication.— 


We may appeal to the experience of all 
true chriſtians, whether or no they do not 
find the ſpirit of ſupplication increaſe in pro- 
portion to the incigale of God's grace or ho- 
ly ſpirit in their hearts: this is all the metho- 
diſts pretend to, and where is the impro- 
priety of this? 

D Ch! 
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Oh! but they alſo pretend to the imme- 
diate aſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit in their par- 
ticular actions: and why not? if there be any 
ſuch thing as a particular providence, why 
may we not expect particular directions from 
God's holy ſpirit in particular caſes ? 

Does not our church teach us to pray that 
God's holy ſpirit may direct and rule our 
hearts ? but our Saviour has told us, that we 
know no more of the workings of the ſpirit, 
than of the wind from whence it cometh, 
and whether it goeth. _ 


Neither need we know any more of it: 
but it muſt be allowed, we know as much; 
cannot we feel the wind then, do not we 
know when it makes an impreſſion on our 
bodies? fo eaſy is it for a ſpiritual man to 
know when the ſpirit makes an impreſſion 
on his ſoul: Without acknowledging this, all 
the expreſſions of being led by the ſpirit, walk- 
ing by the ſpirit, and ſuch like, muſt be only 
ſo many words without any real meaning; 
but if we acknowledge, as all chriſtians muſt, 
that the holy ſpirit doth a& in general, why 
ndt in the particular actions of our lives, for 
can the one be without the other ? does it 
not frequently happen that the comfort and 
happineſs of our whole lives depend upon 

, one 
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one particular action; and where then is the 
abſurdity of ſaying, that the holy ſpirit may, 
even in the minuteſt circumſtance, direct and 
rule our hearts; or is this doctrine ſuch, as 
ſhould bring ſarcaſms upon the ſpirit of God? 


The ſcene of Mrs. Cole is ſuch outrageous 
blaſphemy throughout, that had I a turn to 
ſuch vanities, and could I purchaſe the whole 
earth by being the author of it, I would not; 
I'm almoſt afraid to tranſcribe any of the 
paſſages in it: but admitting that the metho- 
diſts are really that contemptible people they 
are repreſented, and that they deſerve the 
ridicule which this defamer has vomited upon 
them; is that an excuſe for his jumbling to- 
gether things the moſt holy and prophane ; 
for his putting the moſt ſacred expreſſions in- 
to the mouths of the moſt profligate and 
vile? in a word, are we to wound the ſub- 
ſtance of religion i in order to kill the ſhadow? | 

Regeneration, in whatever ſenſe the me- 
thodiſts miy uſe it, is one of the moſt eſ- 
ſential articles of the chriſtian religion ; yet 
this regeneration or new birth, which Chriſt 
and. his apoſtles have mentioned with ' the 
higheſt reverence, is, by Mr. Foote, put in- 
to the mouth of a bawd, with the moſt odi- 
ous and abominable expreſſions that can be 
uttered. 


She 


20 
She oives great commendations to a proſ- 
titute, but fays, “It is a pity ſhe is ſuch a 
reprobate ;” that is, in the church language, 


ane out of a ſtate of ſalvation : admitting that 


ſhe might ſtill commit whoredom, yet ſtill 
be a child of God. 


Is the next place he has a fling at a future 
gate, when upon the moſt infamous occaſion, 
he makes his bawd ſay to his ſharper, C Mer- 
* cy on us, (mercy on ſome people indeed, 
for if God ſhews only his juſtice, what will 
become of them !) here do you expect to 
go when you die?“ Then-he falls upon the 
whole foundation of chriſtianity at once, in 
2 paragraph which is only fit to be uttered 
| by = devils in 1 hell. 

«© Mrs. Cor x. 

* Oh, it was a wonderful work! There 
had I been toſſing in a ſea of fin without 
* rudder or compaſs! And had not the 
* good gentleman piloted me into the har- 
t bour of grace, I muſt have ſtruck againſt 
the rocks of reprobation, and have been 
* quite ſwallowed up in the 1 of 
« deſpair.” 


Here is the ſtate of the blefitd and the 
ate of the damned made a jeſt of at once, 
1 


La! 

m the ſtate of grace and the ſtate of deſpe- 
ration. He then, in aiming a ſtroke at me- 
thodiſm, gives the preference to the church of 
Rome, againſt the proteſtants ; where Mrs. 
Cole tells the gentlemen, ** ſhe went to Bou- 
* logne to repent, but the prieſt would not 
e abſolve her without ſhequitted her buſineſs; 
he then puts the finiſfling ſtroke to the mat- 
ter by making hey ſay, © fo in my laſt illneſs 
« I was wiſh'd to Mr. Squintum the reſt of 
the ſpeech is too horridly indecent for me to 
tranſcribe ; only I muſt obſerve, that ſo far is 
Mr. Squintum, as Mr. Foote calls a gentle- 
man who happens to have a ſmall caſt. in his 
eye; lo far I ſay is he from admitting into his 
ſociety people of infamous profeſſion, that 
he obliges them to quit even thoſe that are 
doubtful, with regard to that ſobriety and 
honeſty which he thinks neceſſary to a true 
converſion to God; much leſs would he 
ſuffer ſuch wretches as Mrs. Cole among 
them, with their contagious patched-up ores, 
without they would ſubmit to a perfect 
Cure. | | 


And whether the paultry reflection cat H- 
on a preacher of God's word, in hen me 
of Squintum, be equitable, I leave to the 
world; nay, even to Mr. Foote bim, for 
if the accidental unhappineſs of a provincial 
dialect is not a proper ſubject for ridicule, 

how 


that we are guided in an extraordinary man- 


L221 
how much leſs are the errors of nature in 
the matters. of bodily defect? | 30 


I look upon the methodiſts as a peculiar 
people en. by the hand of God in the 


midſt of a very wicked, ſinful, and rebellious 


generation: and his e providence over 
them is evidently ſhewn by their yearly in- 
creaſe among thoſe who can neither be juſt- 
ly accuſed of madneſs or profligacy. 


But they are deſpiſed and ſet at nought, 
made a bye-word and reproach by thoſe who 
call themſelves people of ſenſe ; ſo were the 
primitive chriſtians before them—they too were 
reviled, ſpit upon, and turn'd out of cities ; 


but the methodiſts are enthuſiaſts; ſo the 


primitive chriſtians were alſo called ; nay, 
the very apoſtles themſelves did not eſcape 
that opprobious term, Agrippa ſaid to Paul, 


too much learning bas made tbee mad. 


But for my part I do not rightly know, 
what is meant by enthuſiaſm: if people mean 


by enthuſiaſm that the methodiſts pretend 
to the extraordinary operation of working 


_ . miracles, or ſpeaking with tongues, they are 
 noenthuſiaſts, for they never laid claim to any 


ſuch thing. But if they only mean that en- 
thuſiaſm is a ſtrong perſuaſion of the mind, 


ner 


123 
ner by immediate impulſes and impreſſions of 


the ſpirit of God: then perhaps they may 
not injure them. 


St. Paul writing to the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 
Chap. xi. 5. fays, . Examine yourſelves whe- 
ther ye be in the faith ; prove your own 
« ſelves" — ſo that according to St. Paul's rule, 
ehe that finds that he hath hitherto content- 
« ed himſelf with a bare bodily attendance 
e upon the public worſhip of God, and fol- 
tt lowing his daily employment on other days, 
© and with abſtaining from the more groſs 


<« and notorious acts of fin; and from doing 


* any hurt or injury to his neighbour ; and 
** has reſted finally upon theſe, as the whole 
<« of what chriſtianity requires of him,” is in 
no ſtate of chriſtianity at all : he is a repro-' 
bate; nor can he ever have any affurance that 
he is in a ſtate of falvation, till he knows 
that Jeſus Chriſt is in him, by the indwelling 
of uy holy ſpirit. 


| It; is indeed, I think; no ſmall b 
and ſhould be a great comfort to the metho- 
diſts, that they are treated in a manner ſo 
much reſembling the treatment of the pri- 
mitive chriſtians; and I truſt in the divine 
grace, that it will inſtigate them to an holy 
emulation of thoſe — patterns of pu- 
rity and — et them have a 1 
al 
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how much leſs are the errors of nature in 
the matters. of bodily defect ? 5 


I look upon the methodiſts as a peculiar 
people 2 by the hand of God in the 
midſt of a very wicked, ſinful, and rebellious 
generation: and his 8 providence over 
them is evidently ſhewn by their yearly in- 
creaſe among thoſe who can neither be juſt- 
ly accuſed of madneſs or profligacy. 


But they are deſpiſed and ſet at nought, 
made a bye- word and reproach by thoſe who 
call themſelves people of ſenſe ; fo were the 
primitive chriſtians before them—they too were 
reviled, ſpit upon, and turn d out of cities; 

but the methodiſts are enthuſiaſts; ſo the 
primitive chriſtians were alſo called; nay, 
the very apoſtles themſelves did not eſcape 
that opprobious term, Agrippa ſaid to Paul, 
too much learning bas made thee mad. 


But for my part I do not rightly know, 
what is meant by enthuſiaſm: if people mean 
by enthuſiaſm that the methodiſts pretend 
to the extraordinary operation of working 

miracles, or ſpeaking with tongues, they are 

no enthuſiaſts, for they never laid claim to any 
ſuch thing. But if they only mean that en- 
thuſiaſm is a ſtrong perſuaſion of the mind, 
that we are guided in an extraordinary man- 


. | ner 
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ner by immediate impulſes and impreſſions of 
the ſpirit of God: then N they may 


not injure them. 


St. Paul writing to the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 
Chap. xiii. 5. ſays, . Examine yourſelves whe- 
ther ye be in the faith ; prove your own 
e ſelves” — ſo that according to St. Paul's rule, 
ehe that finds that he hath hitherto content- 
« ed himſelf with a bare bodily attendance 
e upon the public worſhip of God, and fol- 
ce lowing his daily employment on other days, 
t and with abſtaining from the more groſs 


<« and notorious acts of ſin; and from doing 


any hurt or injury to his neighbour; and 
has reſted finally upon theſe, as the whole 
ce of what chriſtianity requires of him,” is in 
no ſtate of chriſtianity at all : he is a repro-' 
bate; nor can he ever have any aſſurance that 
he is in a ſtate of falvation, till he knows 
that Jeſus Chriſt is in him, by the indwelling 
of 25 holy ſpirit. 


It is indeed, I think; no ſmall a 
and ſhould be a great comfort to the metho- 
diſts, that they are treated in a manner ſo 
much reſembling the treatment of the pri- 
mitive chriſtians ; and I truſt in the divine 
grace, that it will _ them to an holy 
emulation of thoſe glorious patterns of pu- 
my and ſimplicity—1 et them have a 3 

al 
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faith and humble hope in the almighty pow- 


er, and pray that he would open the eyes of 


' thoſe who are without cauſe their enemies; 


their prayers they have had in time of dan- 
ger; and ſurely they have had their ſhare in 
bringing down the bleſſings which the Lord 
has lately ſhowered upon us. Whatever 
may be the opinion of the world of the me- 
thodiſt teachers, as ſome people affect to call 
them, they are happy in a conſcious know- 
ledge, that they never taught any thing but a 
fervent duty to God, and an unbounded 
benevolence to man; and as for the reſt 


. 


It is urged i the favourers of the ſtage, and 
other light and vain performances, as a very 


juſt; and, as they think, unanſwerable argu- 


ment, that ridicule is the proper weapon to 


be uſed againſt vice: but is not this a weak 
plea i in ſupport of an unjuſtifiable entertain-, 
ment? I am afraid it 1s: for ſurely to lift 
ridicule againſt vice, is to tickle with a ſea- 


ther, where we ſhould whip with a rod. 


But let me go a ſtep or two farther, and 
aſſert that in general ridicule is the weapon 
which vice makes uſe of to defend herſelf, 
and . confound her enemies: it is indeed 
a combat in which ſelf-diffident virtue has 


no 
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no ſhare. Give me leave to mention, as a | 
proof of what I have here aſſerted, a few, «i 
corroborating facts; and firſt, that well-. 1 

known one, which indeed I have mentioned 

e, of Socrates and Ariſtophanes. | 


That divine philoſopher, (if we may. call 
him divine, who was almoſt a heathen, , 
through the unhappy prejudice of education) 
was allowed to be the firſt man for wiſdom ' 
and virtue, not only in Greece, famous 
for great men, but in the” whole world: 
yet this man, when he was in his higheſt re- 
putation, when the principal youths ; of 
Athens were under his tuition, and his ad- 
vice was taken in the moſt important 2 
difficult affairs; this very man, at this very 
time, could not with all his glory get the 
better of the ridicule of Ariſtophanes; who. 
in a comedy called The Clouds, made a jeſt of 
him with ſuch ſucceſs, that tho' the people 
of Athens idoliz d Socrates next to their Gods, ; 
they run after this burleſque toppery night " 
after night: and why mutt I add, that ſome "= 
of the beſt writers have dated the fall of 
the greateſt pagan. philoſopher / that ever 
lived, from the firft exhibition of this con- 
temptible farce, which, however it might 
appear in acting, is ſuch a poor piece of 
writing, that it is very little ſuperior to the 


r. | 
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I ſhall not attempt to make any compa- 
riſon between a fact, which happened fo long 
ago in Greece, and any thing done in Eng- 
land at this day; and yet perhaps there 
might be a greater likeneſs between the ri- 
dicule, the ridiculer, and the ridiculed, than 

has afforded many a writer room for a fpeci- 
ous and no far-fctch'd parallel. 

The philoſopher and the divine are alike 
in this; that as the , one was faid to have 
taught, ſo the other is ſaid to teach new 
doctrines ; the divine, like the philoſopher be- 

| fore him, is reported to debauch the morals of 
| his hearers, and they both agree in an af- 
| | 22 fableneſs of diſpoſition, a patience under 
x 

| 


* and a ſteady reliance on the diſpoſer 
1 of all divine things; whether there will be 
4 any thing ſynonimous in their death, time 
only can ſhew. 


= As for Mr. Foote and Ariſtophanes, there is 
IH a very great reſemblance between them. Both 
[| being buffoons,and libellers, infteadof ſatyriſts; 
and their pieces alike temporary, local and 
perſonal, which leaves them deſtitute of any 
merit, (ſuppoſing them to have any at all) 
excluſive from what they derive from an in- 
ſtant of time and a peculiar ſpot of ground. 


5 But 


* 


But one would think that Mr. Foote, in 
the former part of his production, had been 
ſufficiently jocoſe upon religion and virtue; 
that he had treated God and his goſpel with 
freedom enough, without going any farther 
lengths in the works of the devil; but it 
ſeems that he was of a contrary opinion: and 
as he had before made free with the theor 
of religion, he now falls upon the e | 
part of it; and in the cloſe of his medley per- 
formance, attempts to bring divine worſhip 
itſelf into ridicule, by turning his audience 
into a congregation, and preaching them a 
ſermon. 


I would willingly avoid the tranſcription 
of this, if poſſible; but as there is no way 
of removing dirt and filthineſs, but by break- 
ing it up, and laying it open; I hope in that 


ſenſe I ſhall be pardoned, for what otherwiſe 
would be unjuſtifiable. 


SHIFT. Addreſſing himſelf to Sir George. 
And what becomes of your poor ſervant Shift? 
Your father talks of lending me a lift— 
A great man's promiſe, when his turn 1s ſery'd! 
Capons on promiſes, would ſoon be ſtarv'd ; 
No, on mylelf alone III now rely: 

Gad I've a thriving traffic in my eye 


E 2 Herg 


[ 28 


Here I am informed that he aſſum'd ſome- 
thing like a canonical habit, and by ſquint- 
ing, ſprawling and vociferation, attempted to 
imitate a 'very able and worthy preacher : 
he then proceeds, > 
[ 


Near the mad manſions of Moor-fields I'll 
ena, 1 cheat Bend | 3 
Friends, fathers, mothers, ſiſters, ſons and all, 
hut up your ſhops, and liſten to my call. — I 
ith labour, toil, all ſecond means diſpenſe, 


And live a rent-charge upon providence. 
Prick up your ears; a ſtory now I'll tell, 


x 
q 


Which once a widow, and her child befell, 

I know the mother, and her daughter well. 
Poor, it is true, they were; but never wanted, 
For whatſoe er they aſk d, was always granted: 
One fatal day, the matron's truth was try d, 
She wanted meat and drink, and fairly cry d. 
(Clild) Mother you cry! (Mother) oh, child, 
Ive got no bread, | 

(Child) What matters that? why providence 
an't dead ! .- 3 
With reaſon good, this truth the child might 
For there came in at noon, that very day, 
| Bread, greens, potatoes, and a leg of mutton ; 
A better ſure, a table ne'er was put on. 
Ay! that might be, ye cry, withthoſe poor ſouls, 
But we ne'er had a raſher for the coals : 
And d'ye deſerve it? how d'ye ſpend your days; 
In paſtimes, prodigality, and plays ! - 
I | et's 


7 
4 


[29]. 

Let's go ſee F ate, ah, he's a precious limb! 
Old Nick will foon a foot-ball make of him ! 
For foremoſt rows in ſide- boxes you ſhove, © 
Think you to meet with fide-boxes above? 
Where giggling girls and powder'd fops 

| ſit ? 
No; your will all be cone] into the pit, 
And crowd the houſe for Satan's benefit. 
Oh, what you ſnivel ; well, do ſo no more, 
Drop, to attone, your money at the door, & 
And, if I pleaſe—I Il give it to the poor. 


When I conſider we live in a chriſtian 
country, I'm ſurprized how there can be a 
perſon ſo thoroughly ſeared to all religious feel- 
ings, to all ſenſe of his duty towards God and 
man, as to give birth to ſuch a piece of blaſ- 
phemy, as the foregoing ; but when I hear 
that it has been delivered with applauſe for a 
number of nights ſucceſſively, in the hear- 
ing of people who proteſs themſelves chriſ- 
tians, I cannot help fearing that God is a- 
bout to withdraw his grace totally from us; 
and that we ſhall be given up, like another 


Nineveh, the great city, to ruin and deſtruc- 
tion. 


Oh! but this is not intended to make a 
mock of ſober and rational religion; but 
to bring into diſcountenance the extravagant 
rants of a mad enthuſiaſt, who call to the 
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ind ons to ſhut up their ſhops, and fore- 
going all attempts to help themſelves, 2 * 
«a 2 upon providence.” 


Did the clergyman, who is here pointed - 

at, ever give ſuch abſurd, ſuch wicked ad- 
vice No; look thro' all the ranks of thoſe 
who are called methodiſts, and you will ſee 
that there is not one in ten that does not 
carry on ſome trade or occupation profitable 
to himſelf, and advantagious to his country. 
It is true indeed, methodiſts have been cau- 
tioned by their paſtor, for carrying on trade 


detrimental to the good of ſociety, contra- 


to the word of God, and therefore un- 


lawful. But people ſhould conſider before 


they advance contradictions; for if the prin- 
cipal methodiſt preacher was ſuch a man as 


his enemies would repreſent him ; a rapaci- 


ous blood-ſucker ; a picker of the poc- 


kets of the induſtrious; 3 ſure it would be the. 


moſt unpolitical thing in the world in him 
to broach a doctrine, which muſt infallibly 
dry up the only fountain from whence the 
ſtream to quench his thirſt of riches muſt 
flow. But the publick may be aſſured, that 
he never was the promoter of any ſuch per- 
nicious tenets, Which by the impoveriſhing 


of en m in the end beggar all. 


But 


[31 ] 


hut there is another thing particularly le- 
veled at this perſon in the foregoing diſcourſe; 
I mean the ſtory which Mr: Foote intro- 
duces of the mother and the child, in which 
he moſt impiouſly and looſely treats the 
name of providence. - 


That the method of preaching, adopt- 
ed by our methodiſt teacher, is in many re- 
ſpects very different from what is general- 
ly heard in pariſh churches, is not to be de- 
nied; but it muſt be conſidered, that the 
bulk of his congregation is very different 
alſo from the generality that go there; and 
ſuch as precept would have very little effect up- 
on, unenforced by example. This therefore 
has induced him frequently to bring into his 
diſcourſe, ſhort and appoſite relations, (the 
truth of which he is\able to teſtify) and he 
thinks, and finds by experience, this works 
ſtronger upon their minds, than if he was to 
follow the beaten track of common ſermon 


preaching. 


Of this kind is the ſtory of the mother 
and the child, laugh'd at by Mr. Foote, - 
which, whether it was ever made uſe of at 
the tabernacle or no, by no means deſerves 
ridicule, as it tends to encourage that l 

| an 


32 

and faith which all chriſtians ought to place 
in the goodneſs of providence ; a power, Ws 
Sap of which, I'm inform d, Mr. Foote 

leaft, of all mankind, a right to doubt. 
But, as he ſays hi ſelf, his time is not yet 
come, I hope in God he will have his call; 
for I am 57% if he does not experience re- 
generation and new birth, his ſoul is in a very 


miſerable ſtate. 
As for the methodiſts, I only adviſe them 


to fit down under the injuries which is done 
them with patience; to conſider they are not 
of this world, and that therefore this world 
will revile and perſecute them. We cannot 
ſerve God and Mammon ; but there is a place 


where the ſaints ſhall enjoy 
Eternal reſt, an active bliſsful Nate; ; 


Joys eyer new, tranſporting, ever LT 
In lofty ſtrains, which angels cannot ſing, 
There faints ſhall | praiſe tl their prieſt, and hea- 
venly king: 
Aſcribe ſilvation.to the Lord their God, 
And to the Lamb, who waſh'd them in his 
blood! 
No pain or grief, no pinching wants are there; ; 
No ſickneſs, loſs, diſeaſe, or any ſnare; 
Paſt all their groans, diſtreſs, and all their care; 


Paſt doubt, * hope and anxious = 
Pa 
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Paſt all the train of ills that here annoy; ; 

There ſhall be virtuous love, and holy joy. 

No tempter there with wiles to break their 
PEACE ; * 

The evil thoughts they hate for ever ceaſe; 

No ſordid views poſſeſs the happy mind, 

Or fleſhly luſts ariſe of any kind: 

For former evil things are paſt away, 

And bliſs ſucceeds, without the leaſt allay. 

There God himſelf ſhall dwell, and — 
diſplayx 

His nature, and his works, thro' an eternal 

day. 

PerfeRione infinite held thus to view, 

Their. contemplations muſt be ever new: 

While their exalted head their thoughts 
employ, 

Transform'd like' him, they there partake 
his joy. | 

With Angel, and Archangel pleaſure ſhare; 

And ſpirits of the juſt, made perfect there. 

Where uſeful knowledge grows without 
decay, 

And clouds of ignorance are done away : 

While myſteries deep of providential ways, 

Unvail'd, ſhall fill their ſouls with love and 
praiſe. 

Where faith is ſwallow'd up in perſeR ſight, 

And hope in full fruition, and delight; 

But never- ſalling charity abounds, 


Thro' endleſs years, in their eternal rounds: 
F There 
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There all their powers ſhall find divine 
. employ, 
And vaſt eternity crown all thei joy. 


THE 


Following Obſervations on the Sta 
are n to all Chriſtians. 
I. H E lage, with all. its pompous 


train, is of a pagan original, in- 
vented for the honour and pang of dæ- 


Ig Mons. : | ; 


II. Even pagans, and among them ſome 
who had not the oreateſt regard to virtue, 
abominated play- houſes as ſo many ſemina- 
ries of vice. 


III. The primitive church look d upon 
the ſtage as the ſcene rot only of folly, but 
impiety; therefore the chriſtians, in thoſe 
days, durſt not frequent the publick ſhews 
that were exhibited for the entertainment of 
the people. 


IV. The diverſions of PU "AF have been 
diſcountenanc'd by the wiſeſt ſtates and king- 
doms, 
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doms, and even by thoſe who, upon their 
firſt appearance, were fond of them, as the 
Greeks and Romans. . 


V. Stage- plays are no where authorized or 
allowed by the church of England as ſuch; 
but every where condemn d by the purity 
of her doctrine, and by ſome of her moſt 
eminent writers. | 


VI. Among the papiſts, who have almoſt 
converted all religion into plays, are found 
enemies to the ſtage. 


VII. All pompous diverſions are dange- 
rous to a Chriſtian life, but none more fo 
than plays; for they give ſo nice and natu- 
ral a repreſentation of the paſſions, that 
they ſoon affect the heart, eſpecially with 
that of diſhonourable love, when repreſented 
as chaſte and innocent ; for the more inno- 
cent it appears, the more eafily it infinuates 
itſelf. Hence it is, too many go from a 
play, fo charm'd with the pleaſures of love, 
that they are prepar d to put in practice what 
immodeſties they ſaw repreſented there. 
For as Minutius Felix exprefles it, ſome- 
© times a luſcious actor ſhall whine you into 
love, and give the diſeaſe he counterfeits. 


Fa... vm. 
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VIII. Clemens Alexandrinus, who liv'd 
A. D. 192. declares againſt ſtage-plays as 
ſchools of impiety, peſtilent ſports, and in- 
troductions to all kinds of immorality ; he 
calls the theatre the chair of pefiilence ; ; % 


"Ameixilog—18 Sale aaa, ner. Lib. iii. p. 254. 
Colon. 1688. 


IX. Chryſoſtom, who was born 3 54, 
with great warmth r-proves the people of 
Antioch jor their reſorting to play-houſes, 
which he ſtiles the devil's conventicles ; and 


| fays, he would never ceaſe preaching till be 


had difſipated that deviliſh theatre. Stage 
plays he calls the devil's pomps, fables of Sa 


tan, demunical Myſteries, impure food of = : 


Devil; nes uſquam prorſus quieſcam, quod uſ- 
que diabelicum illud diſpergam theatrum. Hom. 
7. in Mat. Vid. Hom. in Eph. Cole. 4 4 Da- 
wid & Saul. | 


Speaking of David and Bathſheba, he Gs 
David ſaw her, and was wounded in his ey 


Let thoſe hear this who contemplate — 
beauty of others, and who are poſſeſs d with 


an unruly deſire after ſtage- plays, who. ſay, 

we behold them without hurt. What hear 
I? David is burt, and art not thou ? He is 
wounded, and can I truft to thy ſtrength ? 
Did he fall, who had ſo great a meaſure of 
the ſpirit ? And canſt thou ſtand? Yet he 
beheld 


— — 
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beheld not an harlot, but an honeſt woman, 
and that not in -the theatre, bus at home; 
but thou beholdeſt an harlotin the playhouſe, 


where even the very place itſelt — the 


ſoul liable to puniſhment. 


Neither doſt thou only ſee, but heareſt un- 


clean words and obſcene ſongs; thou art not. 


iron or ſtone, but a man ſubject to the com- 
mon frailty of nature. We can't ſerve two 
maſters; now he who goes to church one 


day, and to "th another day, ſerves 


two maſters. Hom. 1. en Pfal. 50. & Hom. 
in Pſal. 119. | 


X. St. Auſtin, born A. D. 335, does not 


only look upon ſtage- plays as improper di- 


verſions for chiiſtian people, but counts them 


more abominable than facrifices offer'd to 
idols. De Civit. Dei, I. ii ad Marcel. & 
lib. 2. c. 28. Pp. 77. Edit. in Oftaw, Vol. 1. 
Excud. Fac. Stoer, M. D. XC. VI. 


In another place he calls plays the pomps 


of the Devil, which we renounce in baptiſm: 
What art thou, Oh chriſtian, ſays he, when 
thou profeſſeſt one thing, and doelt another? 
Going one while into the church to pray, and 
a-while after into the play-houſe to cry out 
impudently with ſtage- players Poſt modicum 
in Spectaculis cum Hiſtrionibus impudice cla- 
mare. De Symbol. ad Catech. J. 4 


£ — 2 ae 7 wits 
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Xl. Salvian, a prieſt, or as ſome ſay biſiop 
of Marſeilles, who writ in the Vth century, 
under Zeno the Emperor, ſays, there is no- 
thing either ſinful or vain, which is not ated 
in the publick ſhews—N1/ ferme vel Crimi- 
num vel Flagitiorum eſt quod in Spectaculis 
non fit. De Gubern. Dei Oxon. io. ioc. xxxiii. 
p. 186. I ſhall only ſpeak, adds he, of the 
cirques and theatres where ſuch things are 
acted, that a man can't ſo much as ſpeak of, 
yea remember them, without defiling him- 
ſelf; p. 189. RD 


He calls plays deluders of - our hopes, 
cheats of life, and repaſt of the devil, page 
193. for while we divert ourſelves in the 
theatre, we periſh, according to the ſacred 
text: Prov. x. 23. If is as ſport to a fool to 
do miſchief. | 


So, in like manner, while we are ſporting 
. among thoſe filthy and diſgraceful fights, we 
commit wickedneſs, and our danger is the 
greater ; becauſe though they ſeem to be out- 
wardly innocent, yet they are moſt pernici- 
ous——for there the ſalvation of chriſtian 
people is deſtroyed, and the majeſty of God 
haned by ſacrilegious ſuperſtitions ; for 
Minerva is honour'd in the places for exer- 
ciſe, Venus in the theatres, Neptune in the 
KIT _ - cirques, 


* 
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cirques, Mars in the amphitheatre, and Mer- 
in the wreſtling-places. In one place there 
is immodeſty, in another laſciviouſneſs, in 
another madneſs, and the devil in them all: 
nay, all the devils in hell are in every one of 
theſe paſtimes; for they preſide over the 
place dedicated to their worſhip— Alibi eff 
Impudicitia, alibi Laſcivia.—ubique Demon 
—Prefident ſedibus ſuo cultui dedicatis. p. 2 10. 


Thus have the fathers of the chriſtian 
church always declared againſt plays as 
public nurſeries of profaneneſs, and ſhall 
the ſons and daughters of the church of Eng- 
land countenance and ſupport thoſe lewd 
aſſociations ? And did the biſhops of the 
church, in its corrupt ſtate, alſo paſs ſo many 
ſevere cenſures upon the theatre, and ſhall 
the children of the reformation vindicate it? 
Shall thoſe who are members of the true 
Apoſtolick church, ſtain their chriſtian 
character, by reſorting to thoſe places, where 
evil communication corrupt good manners? 
Shall thoſe who attend the prayers of the 
church, who eat and drink at the ſacred 
altar, defile themſelves with the abomina- 
tions of the heathens ? Shall we encourage 
thoſe ludicrous diverſions, that have been the 
. averſion not only of the beſt chriſtians in all 
ages, but of ſober heathens? To put up the 
ſtage therefore, is to pull down the church. 

Were 
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Were the primitive clergy now alive, 
would they have encouraged the licentiouſ- 
neſs of the modern Rage, or allowed thoſe 
ialles of profane wit, that invite men thi- 
ther? Would not they bave play'd the artille- 
ry of the church againſt thoſe forts of dark- 
neſs? Doubtleſs the ſatire of the pulpit would 
at leaſt have thunder 'd as loud as the blaſ- 


phemies or̃ the ſtage. 


Where are the ſucceſſors of thoſe holy 
fathers of the church? Oh ye miniſters of 
the altar awake! rou e up yourſelves, and 
ſound the alarm in the holy mount. For 
never was the church more in danger from 
the ſtage, (that chair of peſirlence, as Cl. 
Alexandrinus calls it; that dramatic bawdy 
bouſe, as Tertullian calls Pompey's theatre) 
che vaſt crowds of Italians that are lately 
come-over, and now roam about this great 
city, will pull down faſter than you can 
build up, if you, gentlemen of the ſacred 
order, be not co-operators with the ma- 
giſtrate in ſapping the foundations of the 


What ſucceſs can you hope for in the 
pulpit, while theſe abominations are in- 
dulged; while theſe unhallowed groves 
and high places of immorality are frequent- 


ed ? | 
| | Shall 
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Shall fathers, general councils, and the 
whole current of antiquity, yea, unculti- 
vated heathens, damn the corruptions of the 
ſtage, and you fit ſtill? How long will ye 
ſaffer the lambs of your flock to be wor- 
ry'd by thoſe wolves in ſheeps cloath- 
ing? Why don't you thunder out the ana- 


thema's of the church againſt the theatre, 
from whence virtue is baniſh'd for its ſeri- 
_ and where lewdneſs is factor for 
jell? 


